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South Carolina Military Community Quick Facts:
Eight major military installations are located across the Palmetto State.
South Carolina has the 10th-highest density of service members in the nation.
An additional 17,579 service members serve just across the border at Fort Gordon,
Georgia, with many living in South Carolina.

Strategic Importance:
South Carolina plays a critical role in supporting the broader U.S. military mission. The
state’s military community provides resources the nation regularly relies on for training,
combat readiness, and support services.

Key Contributions:
South Carolina’s military community helps deliver:

Force generation for the long-term sustainability of the U.S. Armed Forces
Active defense of the Continental United States (CONUS) with ground, air, sea, and
cyber forces
Direct support of combat operations around the world
Strategic transportation and logistics capabilities
Domestic and state emergency response operations
Defense industry support through advanced suppliers and contractors

Defense Suppliers & Key Industry Sectors
South Carolina’s defense suppliers reflect the state’s leading industries, providing critical
support to military operations through:

Manufacturing Logistics Cybersecurity Aerospace

Sources Economic Impact of SC’s Military Community, SC Dept. of Veterans Affairs, 2022
Preliminary data on SC’s Defense Sector, SC Competes, J. Von Nessen, 2025



South Carolina Military Community: At a Glance 
$34.3B economic impact and 254,000+ jobs supported by SC’s military community (2022)
$57,598 average annual compensation for military-supported jobs — 19% above the
statewide average
The military community supports 1 in every 9 jobs in South Carolina
68,493 DoD personnel stationed in SC (2022) — 10th highest in the nation
(69% active duty | 31% reserve)
$3.2B in DoD contracts awarded through 500+ defense contractors (2022)
$4.3B in DoD contract activity projected in FY2025 (preliminary)
SC is home to 63,882 military retirees — 8th highest retiree population nationally (2022)
397,649 veterans live in South Carolina (2022)

Southeast Defense Ecosystem Map:
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www.sccompetes.org

Sources Economic Impact of SC’s Military Community, SC Dept. of Veterans Affairs, 2022
Preliminary data on SC’s Defense Sector, SC Competes, J. Von Nessen, 2025
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