
Dr. Marcel Schaefer, Senior Research Scientist
Fraunhofer USA
      mschaefer@fraunhofer.org

Step 1: Identify the Challenge
You share a short description of a hurdle, problem, challenge, or goal
with us.

Step 2: Build the Team
We assemble a research project team that includes a South Carolina
college or university and experts from Fraunhofer USA that have the
expertise to solve the challenge. 

Step 3: Present the Project
The project team presents their plan to an Alliance Review Board made
up of industry, academia, and government leaders for recommendation
of funding to the SC Secretary of Commerce. 

Step 4: Fund the Project
Once approved, your organization covers 50% of the direct project
costs. The South Carolina Department of Commerce matches these
funds.

Step 5: Execute and Deliver
The project commences and typically runs for 6–12 months, yielding
real-world, tangible results for SC organizations.

Let’s Discuss

Scan the QR code to watch a 5-
minute Alliance overview webinar
and get a high level look at the
grant funding available and the
process for companies to apply.

AI & Technology
Advanced Energy/Battery
Life Sciences 
Aerospace
Automotive/Mobility
Logistics/Supply Chain
Manufacturing 

 

The Alliance supports innovation and growth at South Carolina organizations by
providing 50% matching funds for cutting-edge projects with R&D teams from
Fraunhofer USA and in-state colleges and universities.

Focus Areas Want to Learn More?

SOLVING REAL WORLD CHALLENGES TODAY

How it Works

Kelly Baird, Director
SC Competes’ SC Fraunhofer USA Alliance
      kbaird@sccompetes.org
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